Center Description

Congressional legislation established the California Trail Interpretive Center “...to facilitate the
interpretation of the history of development and use of trails in settling the western portion of the
United States...” As the Center’s Interpretive Design Plan is implemented over the next several
years, the 16,000 square foot structure, Interpretive Plaza, and 55 Acre site will blossom into a unique
environment that will inspire visitors of all ages and backgrounds.

Visitors will have the opportunity to experience multimedia exhibits, life size dioramas, and video productions. They will be able to hike the
trails, attend interpretive programs, and speak with knowledgeable staff. From this experience they will gain an understanding of what is one
the most formative events in American history; Westward Expansion. An understanding of how these emigrants contributed to the develop-
ment of America, the American character, and the American identity will foster a sense of stewardship towards preserving historic and
cultural resources for the inspiration of future generations.

The California National Historic Trail Interpretive Center will be a world class interpretive facility for the American people, a source of civic

pride, an economic engine for the region, and a show case for the BLM.

Meeting Space Availibility

The 40 acre California National Historic Trail Interpretive Center (Trail Center) complex is located eight miles west of Elko, Nevada just off
Interstate Highway 80, at Hunter Exit 292. Situated on a natural bench, the Trail Center overlooks the Humboldt River and the mouth of the
South Fork Canyon. The confluence of the South Fork and the Humboldt River marks the location where the historic Hastings Cutoff joins
the main California Trail that was used by approximately 250,000 people as they journeyed over land to California between 1841 and 1869.

The 15,800-square-foot interpretive center includes an 8,900 square-foot exhibit gallery, 16,000-square-foot outdoor interpretive plaza,
accessible interpretive trails, and outdoor events area with a 20 foot by 60 foot sun shelter. Also available inside the building is a 500 square
foot meeting room that is suitable for training meetings, public programs or small cratered events. (Groups using the room for this purpose
must find their own caterers). The room can seat up to 100 people auditorium style or facilitate a sit down meal for approximately 50 — 60
people. During the year when temperatures are more moderate the Trail Center plaza, including its small amphitheaters are also available
for outside events.

The California National Historic Trail Interpretive Center will be a world class interpretive facility for the American people, a source of civic
pride, an economic engine for the region, and a show case for the BLM.
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